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Comment No. 19 (cont.)        Issue Code: 12
 preferred alternatives outlined in the Waste Management PEIS ROD.
As a result of this ROD, the current disposal options for LLW and
mixed LLW at Y-12 will not change.  The text in the Summary,
Section S.4 and Volume I, Section 5.11.1 of the Final SWEIS has been
changed to reflect the recent EM ROD and the available disposal
capabilities at the Nevada Test Site for ORR LLW and mixed LLW.
The Production Waste Storage Facility (Section A.5.1.11) and the
Liquid Organic Solvent Storage  Facility (Section A.5.1.13) have
sufficient capacity to handle expected waste streams.  The contents of
the facilities are transferred as  appropriate to other facilities for
processing, treatment, or disposal as explained in the SWEIS.  They are
not long-term permanent storage facilities.  These facilities are
permitted facilities which means that they cannot exceed the capacity
set in the permit.  The Production Waste Storage Facility is a
RCRA-permitted facility with a design capacity for storage of 616,968
gal (2,335 m3).  The Liquid Organic Solvent Storage Facility is also a
RCRA-permitted facility with four 6,500 gal (24,600 L) and two 3,000
gal (10,400 L) stainless steel tanks for storage of ignitable non-reactive
liquids.  The Liquid Organic Solvent Storage Facility tanks are used
primarily for interim storage of solvent waste streams prior to
processing.

Comment No. 20        Issue Code: 13
The Scarboro Community Environmental Study referred to by the
commentor did not conclude that significant contamination was present
in the Scarboro Community nor was it subjected to dispropotionately
high and adverse impacts by Y-12 operations. The Joint Center for
Political and Economic Studies (Center) (see Section D.6.3, Volume
II) reviewed the reference study along with other recent studies that
pertained to the Scarboro Community. In the Joint Center Summary
Number 3 “Scarboro Community Environmental Study (Summary),”
the Center stated “The study found that the concentrations of mercury
in Scarboro soils are within the range that has been observed in other
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Comment No. 20 (cont.)         Issue Code: 13
areas with similar soil around the world. This suggests that health risks
from contact with mercury in Scarboro soils are no different than the
risks experienced by people living near soils with naturally occurring
mercury.”

The Center’s Summary also stated “Other ways a person could be
contaminated, such as by eating contaminated fish or drinking
contaminated water, were not studied.  This last fact should have little
effect on the results because Scarboro gets its water from the Oak
Ridge public water supply, which is upstream from ORR, and the State
of Tennessee has issued a “fish advisory” cautioning residents not to
eat fish from the East Fork Poplar Creek and to avoid contact with the
water.” The Center’s Summary continues “Researchers calculated that
the maximum dose that could be experienced by Scarboro residents
from exposure to uranium would be 0.36  mrem/year. This maximum
dose is only 1/800 of the overall annual radiation dose that the average
American receives in a year (300 mrem).  Therefore, even Scarboro
residents exposed to contaminants through soil, air, water, and fish are
not expected to reach the maximum allowable dose. These estimated
exposure levels are therefore not expected to cause harm to health.”

In the Conclusions section of the Summary, the Center states “The
concentration of radioactive materials, mercury, and other metals of
environmental concern in Scarboro soils do not exceed the
concentrations in soils reported in the background study conducted at
ORR, upper Anderson County, and lower Roane County. The potential
radiation dose estimated for uranium in Scarboro soils is a very small
fraction of the levels of radiation that an average American experiences
in a year, suggesting that Scarboro residents are not at increased risk
of health problems due to uranium.”

Concerning pesticides found during sampling, the Center’s Summary
stated “The only organic compounds of environmental concern
detected in Scarboro soils were pesticides. They were found at only
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